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As | write this letter, many people are still trying to
understand how the riots that took place in London
and elsewhere early in August came about and
developed in the manner they did. As always, the
pages of our papers and our television screens
were filled with the views of people seeking causes;
everywhere, people were asking, 'How could
something like this have happened in a civilised
country like Britain?' One of the remarkable facts
that emerged from the disturbances, for example, E
was that the participants were of all ages and from a wide variety of
backgrounds. It was not easy, therefore, to attribute the cause to a
particular demographic group and thereby see pointers to a remedy.

In a religious radio programme broadcast on the Sunday morning
following the riots, amongst the people whose opinions were sought,
one — who himself had known what it was like to get caught up in
acts of criminality, but had since become a Christian — quoted a
verse of Scripture that expressed succinctly the underlying cause. It
was Proverbs 29, verse 18, which says: “Where there is no vision,
the people cast off restraint.”

And that, | believe, is precisely where the problem lies: There is no
vision. What that means, essentially, is that people do not have a
clear sense of the wider reality in which our earthly lives are set. We
appear to have lost sight of the fact that this life is primarily a
preparation for the life to come.

About two or three years ago, there was an advertising campaign
mounted, | think, by the British Humanist Association, where buses
in many of our cities carried the slogan: “There is probably no God.
Now stop worrying and enjoy your life.” Well, when people go out
and enjoy themselves on the basis of there probably being no God,
the natural outcome will be a loss of any sense of accountability, and
sooner or later, it develops into the chaos and wreckage that we've
witnessed on our TV screens. The problem is that the more the
secular lobby has their way, the more our horizons will be confined
to the temporal world. The highest things we then aspire to are
those things that confer status or provide comfort in the material

2

world, including the acquisition of tawdry trophies such as the
consumer goods targeted by the looters. When that becomes the
ultimate level of human aspiration, restraints such as regard for
human life and safety are not going to figure largely as obstacles to
attaining that goal; the law of the jungle prevails; it becomes a case
of survival of the fittest.

The point here though, is that the riots represent only one
manifestation of the kind of behaviour that will eventually overtake a
godless society; we've already seen what happens when a sense of
personal accountability is allowed to disappear: greed in the City or
amongst MPs, and complete disregard for human dignity and safety
as evidenced in the 'phone-hacking scandal.

In every case, from various quarters, all sorts of solutions are
proposed, but the bottom line is this: If we think we can do these
things without God'’s help, we are very much mistaken. The opening
verses of Psalm 127 remind us: “Unless the Lord builds the house,
its builders labour in vain. Unless the Lord watches over the city, the
watchmen stand guard in vain.”

The truth is that we need to turn back to God and call upon him for
help. As always, that means first admitting that we have gone
astray. A model prayer for us — personally or corporately — in this
kind of situation can be found in the ninth chapter of the book of
Daniel, verses 4-19. Verse 18 should capture the essence of our
prayer: “We do not make requests of you because we are righteous,
but because of your great mercy.”

And when our VISIOI’] has been recovered, we can pray the words of
the Collect for the 4™ Sunday after Trinity: “O God, the protector of
all who trust in you, without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:
increase and multiply upon us your mercy; that with you as our ruler
and guide we may so pass through things temporal that we lose not
our hold on things eternal; grant this, heavenly Father, for our Lord
Jesus Christ's sake, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.”
+



On Sunday, 24" July
Bishop Gregor confirmed
Tamara Catchpole and
Simon Ball at St. Andrew’s,
Milngavie. It was an
occasion of rejoicing for
both our congregations.

Even the weather was a
blessing: the sun shone
brightty and an elegant
garden party was enjoyed by §
everyone after the service.
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The A.G.M. will take place on a Thursday in late November in the
Church. There will probably be a Eucharist beforehand. The date
will be fixed shortly and notices will be placed in the pew sheets. If
you are responsible for a report from a church group, please get it to
Mairi Ross as soon as possible.

The annual Reports Document and the Finance Report, together
with the draft Minutes from last year's A.G.M. and the Agenda for
this year, will be available from early November. Please sign the
Apologies form if you are not planning to attend.
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Please remember to consider and pray about the thre e new
vestry members who must be elected at the A.G.M. | f you are
willing to stand, or would like to nominate someone , please do
so. Forms will be available soon at the back of th e church.

Sheena MacDonald, Mairi Ross and Mary Stott will have completed
their three years of service on the vestry at this time. We extend our
warmest thanks to them for their dedication during this demanding
period.

1)

ALL SAINTS HARVEST SUPPER will take place on Saturday, (not
Friday as has been usual) 1% October at 7 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. in the
Drymen Hall. This will be the usual format in that it will be a Bring
and Share meal. If your name begins with the letter - A to M please
bring a Savory and if N to Z, please bring a Sweet. Wine and soft
drinks will be available as per usual.

We would love to have your offers of entertainment so if you would
like to play music, sing, recite, perform conjuring tricks or compose a
quiz or anything else, please speak to David, Jonathan or Mary.

If you have guests that weekend why not bring them along to join in
the fun? This is open to everyone and if you have never been before
come and give it a try. For information please contact Mary Stott
a.m.stott@talktalk.net.

Please send any articles for inclusion in the November magazine to
Jennifer Taylor, (Jennifer.taylor46l@ntlworld.com) 37 Kilmardinny
Crescent, Bearsden, by Sunday, 23™ October, 2011 at the latest.
Thank you.
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Fourteen hardy adventurers set off one August morning, with a
weather forecast of heavy rain —

to coincide with Ilunchtime.
Unheeding, we ventured into
the Stirlingshire countryside,
starting at Killearn and making
our ways by devious and very | &
attractive byways previously s
reconnoitered by John |
Harrington, to our picnic site at =
Wester  Camoquihill. It
remained dry and bright. The |
lunchtime highlight was |
provided by Michael Graham * ‘ ‘ '
arriving, slightly out of breath, but having gamely followed our trail,
after being a trifle late for the start of the walk.

Fifteen walkers therefore continued towards Balfron, at which point
the promised rain began to arrive. There was a short, if humorous

delay as we all tried to

get into waterproofs

without removing
{ boots and backpacks,
or sitting on the
ground. Five minutes
later the rain stopped.
Niall Ross’ red
umbrella remained
resolutely up however,
presumably providing

a sunshade when not required for rain!

The last mile or two of the walk was along the River Endrick, by
which time it must be admitted some of us were conscious of our
feet and becoming obsessed with the thought of the waiting tea and
cakes. It was therefore extremely kind of John to round off his
excellent organisation of the day by falling in the river and therefore
reviving everyone’s spirits in those weary miles!

As always, the day ended with the consumption of an impressive
guantity of homemade cakes and pot after pot of tea, kindly hosted
by Susan Harrington.

On this occasion most of the proceeds from the sale of Sloth and
Gluttony Indulgences and other donations, were destined for the
DEC African Famine appeal. About £350 has been raised — so a big
thanks to everyone involved!

Mairi Ross

(

() Sunshine bags are due back on Harvest
\\‘ 7 Sunday, 2" October, or soon thereafter. A
\ f-J basket will be at the back of the church to
~ wm—  receive your offerings. Hopefully you have
/" \\./ had some good days during the summer and
fJ \\ many blessings to be thankful for. Your
,z support for this fund-raising initiative is greatly
appreciated in that it helps us to meet our

many commitments.
Jean & Alex Stirling



KING JAMES BIBLE MARATHOp,

Al Sants Churdh, Beargden
Qunday, B" — Sunday, 25" September

A wesk-long 400" anniversary marathon reeding of the entire

King ames Bble
"I commend this exdting way of cdebrating the King James Bible and
its place in our country's religious and culturd life"

Bishop Gregor

Church open for vistors throughout; refreshments provided

Come and join in! Bring your friends and neighbours too — we need dl the readers we
can get!

Donations will be gratefully accepted and 75% of any money raised will go to the East
African Famine DEC gppedl.

To g&t in touch with us

Tdephane: 07879 70884

Emall : mairi.e.ross@btinternet.com

Or http://episcopalglasgow.co.uk/bearsden-milngavie/al |-saints-bearsden

Or pick up an entry form from Purple Edge Rrint Shop in Bearsden.
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The excitement is mounting and preparations are well under way, as
this goes to press, for the great All Saints King James Bible
Marathon.

You all know by now that we are
planning to read aloud the entire
Bible, in the version with all the
‘thees and thous’, between Sunday,
18" and Sunday, 25" September.

We believe that this sort of venture

thrives by being ambitious and there

is no doubt this qualifies. As you all
know, the Bible has 66 books, containing between them 1,189
chapters. That means we have about 90 hours of reading to do. All
Saints has a regular congregation of about 65, so to say that we will
welcome help from outside our own walls is to understate the case!

So, if you haven't already done so, or
even if you have, please talk to
friends and family, anyone you know
who you think might enjoy this
unique event and encourage them to
join the fun. Bishop Gregor has
already bagged his slot, so follow his
lead!

We also extend a warm welcome to those who just want to witness
some of the reading and, with this in mind; the church will be open
and serving coffee and tasty refreshments throughout the entire
week.



Finally, while the Marathon is mainly a celebration of the four
hundredth birthday of the King James Version, we also hope to raise
money through donations. In view of the desperate situation in East
Africa, it has been decided that the main beneficiary of the
fundraising will be the DEC Famine Appeal.
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For a number of years an ecumenical prayer group has met, each
Tuesday morning at 10.00 a.m. in the Garden room of St. Andrew’s
church. Numbers have fluctuated over this period but now average
about 8. A most important fellowship has developed over this time
and before praying we exchange news about the different Churches,
report changes in the condition of people on our Sick List, and
discuss current events both nationally and internationally as these
impinge on Christianity. These discussions have added so much to
our spiritual lives.

In June 2005, one of our regular members, Janet Charles, asked if
we would consider contributing something each week to an
organisation called The Suzy Fund. Suzy is involved in the Third
world, distributing anti-measles vaccine, re-hydrating sick children
and also providing food for little ones who receive 2-3 meals each
week, in effect, dealing with extreme poverty in children. Each
Tuesday morning a collecting box is placed behind the Cross and
candles on a table and we gather around in a circle. Periodically,
Janet empties the box, counts the contents and substitutes a cheque
for the coins which is then sent to the Headquarters of Suzy.

This morning the box was emptied, the money counted and this sum
added to previous totals. We discovered that the 10 pence’s had
become much larger coins and that we had raised over £1,000!
Loaves and Fishes — Marriage at Cana? Thanks be to God.

Mary Finlayson
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The accepted principle for arranging barbeques in Scotland is don’t
bother. If you really want to have a barbeque, follow these simple
rules:

1. Wait for a sunny day — do not arrange in advance and
specifically do not under any circumstances mention the word
‘barbeque’ aloud

2. Do not purchase the food to be barbequed in advance — you
will find that by the time the sun comes out you will be past
the sell by dates...

3. Have umbrellas and raincoats on standby.

But miracles do happen. On Sunday, 3™ July, we had the Sunday
School Prize giving and, afterwards, the Family Barbeque, which has
become a tradition. But on this day, unlike past years, we were
blessed with blue skies and golden sunshine. This caused a lot of
consternation amongst the congregation initially, and delay, as
sou’'westers, welly boots and gazebos were put back in car boots
and everyone dashed off home after the service to don shorts, T-
shirts and Ambre Solaire (after checking the use by date on the
bottle).

Fraser led a well-attended service while wardens st  ruggled to
get the Church’s sophisticated air conditioning sys tem in
operation (the windows were jammed shut). We had a short
sermon in deference to the children and even our ve  nerable

organist dispensed with the usual epic overtures to the Hymns
so we did not keep the children waiting too long fo r the Prize
giving. The prizes, all of which were beautiful ha rd backed
editions of the Bible and other stories were provid ed by Wilma

Wylie for which we are very grateful. The children were
delighted with the books and avidly studied them fo r about 13
seconds until someone put a dish of sweeties out...
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The garden was looking at its best in the bright sunlight thanks to
God and Robin Milne (in that order) for his hard work throughout the
year (Robin that is). The children helped plant the Acer tree that was
purchased in memory of Ruth Andrews and Fraser led a short
dedication ceremony as the tree was installed in its newly
constructed planter. Ruth loved the garden and, of course children,
So it seemed in every way a very fitting occasion to remember her

by.

Willing helpers soon had trestle tables on the lawn heaving with
platters of food, as the chefs burnt the burgers and chicken to order,
and there was, as Enid Blyton would say, ‘lashings’ of lemonade and
squash to quench our collective thirst. We even had to move the
elder ladies of the congregation out of the full glare of the sun into
the shade of the big tree when we realised that they were in danger
of being as overcooked as the burgers. In fact we only noticed when
Nan Clarke started impersonating Laurence of Arabia by using her
cardigan as a Ghutra (Arabian Headdress for those of you who don’t
know or don’t do the Telegraph Crossword) (or have access to
Google like me) in a subtle indication that the sun was getting a trifle
too hot for her...

It was a wonderful day with the children enjoying themselves playing
in the sun and the rest of us enjoying good burnt food and fellowship
‘al fresco’, and | am sure that Ruth, from a little more distant vantage
point, enjoyed it too. SIM
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Notice is given that St. Andrew's Annual General Meeting will be
held directly after Sung Eucharist on Sunday, 23 October, 2011.

As encouragement to members to attend the Annual General
Meeting, it will be followed immediately by a deliciously tempting,
congregational lunch.
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Meanwhile, completing their current periods of service, three
members leave the vestry freeing up three places for election at the
A.G.M. Between then and now, please, be considering whom you
might like to nominate to fill these three vacancies — include yourself
in your deliberations!

We warmly thank Sue Clarke, Jan Macdonald and Wilma Williams
for the sterling service they have provided to the Vestry during their
periods of office.

) ( * )
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Anyone who has been out and about recently around Bearsden and
Milngavie must have noticed the mushrooming green and white
signs advertising the fourth Milngavie Book and Arts Festival.
Excitement is mounting in Milngavie. This year, five local churches
have made a concerted effort to be involved in the festival, including
Allander and St. Andrew's.

We would like particularly to draw your attention to the events to be
held at St. Andrew's. On Tuesday, 6™ at 3.00 p.m., James
Robertson will read from his epic novel "And the Land Lay Still"
(Saltire Prize winner 2010) which charts 60 years of political, social
and cultural change in Scotland from the end of the Second World
War to the present day. We'd also recommend your coming along
on Saturday, 10™. Not only will there be an array of stalls — including
a book fest — in Hall and garden room, there will (weather permitting)
also be the reading of St. Mark's Gospel in the Garden and Postman
Pat in the Big Marquee.

Programmes and tickets are available from Milngavie Bookshop and
also online.
Do come along and join in the fun!

13
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Milngavie Book and Art Festival , 6-10 September.

We need to be sure that members will be available to welcome
visitors and take care of the premises. We thank all volunteers —
readers and workers.

Milngavie in Bloom

The possibility of clearing out the space below the Garden Room
was discussed. Milngavie in Bloom will be consulted on their actual
storage needs before any action is taken.

Treasurer's Report
Gordon has sent the annual accounts for audit.

Robin and Gordon are refining plans for Investments.

Within the context of the current wide-scale economic downturn, the
short- and long-term maintenance and survival of St. Andrew's was
very fully discussed. As a means of raising essential funding, a full-
scale Stewardship Campaign was rejected. It was agreed to bring
this matter to the congregation at the A.G.M. Before then, the vestry
will be addressing this on-going issue — considering ways not only of
saving money, but also of raising it.

£505.00 was sent to the DEC for the East African Appeal.

Property

The Fire Alarm has been repaired. Akwaplumb has been paid
£481.00 for water pipe etc. We are more dependent than we should
be on the income from the hall. Because of that, we have to
maintain a high standard of facility for our user-friends who support
us in this way. In the light of huge recent increases in utility costs,
we need to consider insulating the Hall roof. Estimate is £690.00.
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The Hall floor, too, is vulnerable. The cost of sealing it comes in the
region of £1,269.00.

The final payment of £1,500.00 was sent to All Saints which would
help with essential repairs to the Rectory.

The Quingennial Property Survey will be instructed to take place in
September.

Library
Initial discussions took place into future development of the Library.

Calendar Dates
Sunday, 23"™ October, A.G.M. and Election to Vestry
Saturday, 19™ November, Coffee Morning

Diocesan Growth Strategy

The Diocesan Growth Strategy was given proper consideration and it
was agreed that we would prioritise 'Worship and Spirituality’ and
'‘Growth' as our areas for development. Quite how we will take these
developments forwards remains to be seen. Although open to
suggestions from the diocesan facilitators, we are keener to act than
to talk!

Congregational Retreat to lona

James will present his suggestion of a Congregational Retreat to
lona for consideration at the A.G.M. Meanwhile he is researching
possibilities.

Correspondence
*Friendship House thanked us very kindly for our donation of
£250.00.towards repairs.

*Bishop Gregor thoroughly enjoyed the Confirmation and hospitality
in the Garden afterwards.
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*We also received a lovely letter from All Saints Vestry thanking us
for the beautiful Service of Confirmation and friendly hospitality.

Date of next meeting
12" October.
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As a member of the lona Prayer Circle, | was blessed recently to
return to lona for a week’s stay at the Abbey.

The week was an Open Week, one for all to enjoy. There were
guests from Australia, Canada, England, Isle of Man and, of course,
Scotland. Guests are divided into groups, called Puffins, Seals and
Otters. | was an Otter, responsible for handling breakfast chores,
including preparing, clearing and washing up after breakfast.
Following the chores, we then met for morning worship.

After worship, we gathered
together in the Common Room,
where there was a lovely
community spirit as we shared
stories and discussion around
the table. The discussion for
the week was on the Lord’s
Prayer in Aramaic, this was an
introduction to the translation
and the meaning of the Lord’s
Prayer. The author of the books from which the discussion was
based on is Neil Douglas Klotz.

For me, it was about the breath of God and the Sacred Unity, which
enhanced my understanding and belief. There was good open
discussion from people of all Christian denominations. We also had
music and meditation and, overall, this was a very peaceful and
thoughtful time.
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The weather was lovely
most of the days.
Pilgrimage Day started out
sunny but, as we walked
on the Pilgrimage, the rain
started. = We continued
with the Pilgrimage to the
Machair (the bay at the
back of the ocean), where
we had lunch with prayers
and poems said.

As members of the Prayer
Circle, we assisted on the Tuesday evening service of ‘Healing
Space.” | was blessed with giving the Laying on of Hands; this is
where people are given the opportunity to come forward to receive or
share in the Ministry of the Laying on of Hands. This can be either
for themselves or for another person or situation. We do this
because each person and situation is known to God, not as a
problem to be solved, but as a focus for Gods acceptance and love.
We are not seeking to change God but to change the world, and we
trust God that our prayers will be answered, although we do not
know when or how healing will happen.

Wednesday evening featured the guest concert at the MacLeod
Centre. As MC for the Abbey, it was my job to organise the Abbey
guests with performances of song, story and poetry. On the
evening, we had a wonderful show, which featured guests of both
the MacLeod Centre and the Abbey. We had youngsters from
Norway and America singing and our guests from Canada also
entertained us with beautiful music and songs.

Although we had a packed itinerary, there was still time to go on a
walk to the North Shore. Some of us took a paddle in the water, and
the more adventurous, could walk to either Duni Hill or to St.
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Columbia’s Bay. If the weather was not so kind, we retreated to the
MacLeod’s Arts Room where we could indulge in making candles, or
being creative with painting and drawing.

| had a wonderful week and hope to return next year. As a member
of the lona Prayer Circle, each Tuesday at 9 p.m., | along with many
intercessors from all over the world, join together in prayer. At the
same time, in lona Abbey, a ‘Healing Space’ service takes place
where all on the prayer list are remembered.
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James Carrick
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Harvest time is a time to celebrate the amazing wealth of plants and
food which the world contains. It's also an opportunity to examine
the very complex questions of justice which surround food
distribution across the world. For rice farmers and their families in
Malawi getting a fair price for their rice cannot be taken for granted.
There are vendors who go around with dodgy scales exploiting
farmers who live away from the main markets. In the ‘hunger
months’ when food is running low before the next harvest, the
vendors will offer loans to farmers against their next harvest and
then charge excessively high rates of interest.
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A Harvest Opportunity

For churches, there’s a great opportunity here to bring home what
fair trade with fair prices means to smallholder farmers in countries
like Malawi. Taking up Just Trading Scotland’s 90 kg rice challenge
at Harvest time can focus people’s attention wonderfully. John Bell
of the lona Community has produced a worship booklet with special
notes for including the rice in Harvest services.

One of the things that John Bell brings out is the Bible’'s emphasis on
these very questions of justice. Micah’s saying is well known: ‘What
does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?’ Perhaps less well known is the
fierce attack which follows on the rich city dwellers who exploit the
poor farmers with their dodgy scales: ‘Can | forget the treasures of
wickedness in the house of the wicked, and the scant measure that
is accursed? Shall I acquit the man with wicked scales and with a
bag of deceitful weights?” Micah came from the country and
doubtless knew what he was talking about. Over two and half
millennia and the issues are still alive today!

An Inspiring Example

The story of today’s rice farmers in Malawi, their struggles to get a
fair price to make a living for their families, to turn their farms into
businesses which can help them work their way out of poverty and
the way in which farmers’ associations like NASFAM can help them
achieve these goals, can inspire and motivate people to work for
fairer patterns of trade in today’s globalised world.

Here is a link to the website: www.justtradingscotland.co.uk
Have a look and take up the 90kg rice challenge.

James Carrick
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Contact Numbers All Saints ) )

Alternate Lay Rep. Rob Smith 0141 942 9011 36
Church Flowers Ann Caie 0141 943 1192
Church Hall Bookings John Brooker/Eric Horton 0141 942 2476
Deed of Covenant & Free Will Offering lan Mackie 0141 942 7878 " ;
National Bible Society Rep. John Duncan 0141 942 8618
NW Reg. Council Rep. Christine Smith 0141 942 9011
Organist & Choir Mistress Susan Harrington 01360 440619
Social Group Convenor Mary Stott 0141 942 6937
Sunday School Ailsa Mapplebeck 01505 348024
Contact Numbers St. Andrew’s
Alternate Lay Rep. Steve McVey 0141 942 0499
Church Hall Bookings Jan Macdonald 0141 956 3461
Covenant Secretary Liz Macdonald 0141 586 5126
Flower Convenor Clare McVey 0141 942 0499
National Bible Society Rep. Freda Anderson 0141 955 0889
NW Reg. Council Rep. Richard Booth 0141 587 7648
Organist Gordon Rutherford 0141 956 2879
Social Convenors: Sue Clarke - 0141 956 1206: Clare McVey - 0141 942 0499
The Fellowship Mary Finlayson 0141 956 3538
Contact Numbers Drumchapel
Secretary Jackie Walls 0141 585 1331
Treasurer Jean Kerr 0141 954 5563
> 2

David Hamblen has visited Kirstin several times in the last week and
her health is improving under treatment. Her eyes are still a problem
for reading because of her disturbed vision but she is hoping to
return to work on Sunday, 11" September. She has been advised to
make a graduated return to full work and, for September, it is
envisaged that she will do either the Sunday morning service at All
Saints or St. Andrew’s but not both.

In the meantime there will continue to be one said Eucharist on the
first Sunday in September and October.
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